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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The purest gems lie hidden at the bottom of the ocean or in the
depth of rocks. One has to dive deep into the ocean or delve
into the rocks to find them out. Similarly, truth lies concealed
in the language which keeps on changing with the passage of
time. Man has to learn that language before he discovers that
truth.

But he has neither the means nor the leisure to embark on
that course. We have, therefore, planned to help him acquire
knowledge by an easier course. Our goal is to universalize knowl-
edge through the most popular international medium expres-
sion. Therefore, we have started the series of Ancient Indian
Tradition and Mythology under which we plan to publish Puranas
in English translation.
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SKANDA PURANA

Book VII: Prabhasakhanda
Section III: Arbuda Khanda

CHAPTER ONE

A Hollow Near the
Hermitage of Vasistha

Obeisance to gracious Gane$a. Now the third section of
Prabhasa Khanda entitled Arbuda Khanda starts.

Vyasa said:

1. Obeisance to that endless, subtle, pure, God of gods, the
creator knowable through the means of knowledge, and the
cosmic-formed Sarikara.

The Sages said:

2-3. O Sita! You have already described the Lunar and Solar
races in a detailed manner. You have also described all the
Ages of Manu and the different types of creations. Now, we
want to hear about the greatness of the principal places of
pilgrimage. O Siuta of great intelligence! which are the
auspicious places of pilgrimage on this earth?

Suta said:

4. There are many centers of pilgrimage in this world which
cannot be counted. Their number has been stated to be three
and a half crore in olden times.
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5-7. Different regions, rivers, mountains and large rivers have
attained distinguished and exalted position through the
austerities and heroic acts of sages. Among these is a place of
pilgrimage named Arbuda which is free from sins, destroyer of
all sins and exempted from the touch of vices of the Age of
Kali through the influence of Sage Vasistha. All places of
pilgrimage purify by means of offering of free gifts and bathing.
But all the sins of humans get destroyed by a mere sight of
Arbuda from a distance.

The sages said:

8-9. What are the dimensions of this Arbuda mountain?
Where is it situated? How could it get the fame by the greatness of
Vasistha? Which are the main places of pilgrimage on this Arbuda?
Please explain in details. We have a great curiosity to know.

Suta said:

10. O great Brahmanas! I describe the sin-destroying story
of Arbuda mountain, the way I have heard.

11-13. Vasistha, the son of Brahma, was a divine sage.
Descending on earth, he performed severe austerities. He used
to live in open during rains and in water during winter. He
used to take fixed food and kept himself engaged in the welfare
of all living beings. Undergoing the pain of self-torment under
five fires during summer, he used to keep himself continuously
engaged in muttering names of deities and in making offerings to
fire. He had a wish-fulfilling milch cow named Nandini with him.

14. Once while wandering about on earth, she fell into a
deep and dark cleft affected by extreme thirst.

15. Coinciding this, the Sun god set down but the cow did
not return to the hermitage.

16. Everyday in the moming and in the evening Vasistha,
the observer of religious vow used to perform the ritual of
offering oblation to fire with the milk of that cow.

17. Now worried with the fear of atonement, Vasistha went in
search of the cow in the higher and lower regions of that mountain.
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18. Going near that ditch, he heard the painful voice of the
cow. He asked the auspicious cow, “How could you fall down
here?

19-20. Becoming nervous as to how offering oblation to the
sacrificial fire could be continued, I have come out to see you.”
The cow said, “I have fallen down here due to my desire to
have grass. Please save me from this difficult, intolerable pain.”
Having heard those words of hers, Sage Vasistha, resorted to
meditation.

21-23. He meditated on the (divine) river Sarasvati, the
purifier of all the three worlds. She on being meditated on by
that sage filled the ditch completely at once with pure water.
The ditch having thus been completely filled, Nandini then
came out of it. Becoming happy, the cow came back to the
hermitage with the sage.

24-27. That great sage saw depth in the middle of the ditch
and he, the wise one, thought of filling it up. O Brahmanas! a
thought that this ditch be filled up with stones brought from the
mountain dawned on Vasistha and he thought, “Let me proceed
towards Himalaya soon. Himalaya will send stones here. This
ditch will get filled up by this great soul.” Sage Vasistha then
went to Himalaya. Having seen Vasistha coming, the Himalaya
mountain became happy. Then having received him by washing
of feet and making deserving offering he said:

28-29. “Welcome to you, O great sage! My life has become
fruitful today that you, the one adocrable to all gods, have arrived
at my house today. O great sage! Tell me the job to be done,
any job, which I, of course, will do, even by sacrificing my life
for your sake.”

30-32. Vasistha said: “There is a dangerous hollow near my
hermitage. Nandini, my best cow, had fallen into it. I took her
out with great effort. I have come to you with the fear that she
may fall into it again. O Lord of the Earth! No one else is able
to accomplish this task (of filling the hollow). Hence, O great
one, please send any mountain there, by which the hollow gets
filled up. Send something like this.”
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33. Himalaya said: “O great Sage! how does that hollow
measure? I will send a mountain after considering the size equal
to the same measurement.”

34. Vasistha said: “Its breadth and length measure
respectively 2000 and 3000. I cannot tell its depth.”

35. Himalaya said: “What could be the cause for the formation
of a hollow of such measurement. I have a.great curiosity.
Describe this in greater details.”

CHAPTER TWO

The Acts of Uttanka,
a Disciple of Gautama

Vasistha said:

1. There was a great sage named Gautama in earlier times,
who had practised severe austerities. His wife was renowned
by the name Ahalya.*

2. This sage had taught crores of disciples and he used to
send them back home after making them accomplished in the
learning of sacred texts.

3. Attached firmly with faith in the teacher, one of his
intelligent disciples named Uttanka used to stay in his (the
teacher’s) house.

4. Despite old age afflicting him (i.e., the disciple), he was
not sent back home. His hair turned grey. But as he (Uttanka)
was the best disciple, he used to put up there.

5. Proficient in studies and remaining engaged in all activities,
some time he went out to fetch firewood.

6. Collecting a heavy load of firewood he came back to the
hermitage and the firewood fell down on the ground.

* The text has Ahilya.
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7-11. Seeing one of his hair stuck to the wood Uttanka
became very sad and worried. He began to think, “My life is
ruined and has become a matter of reproach! What use has it
been left with! As a person devoid of intelligence, I have not
got married even. Cursed have I become to waste my life and
with my thoughtless action my lineage will come to an end.”
Ahalya, the wife of the teacher noticed that Uttanka was very
unhappy. As she informed the great Sage Gautama about
Uttanka’s pain, with a soft voice the Sage said, “O Son! go
home and tog.ether with your wife perform Agnihotra (offering
oblation to fire) etc. as prescribed and without any hesitation.”

12-13. After the teacher said like this Uttanka said, “Tell me
the fee which I will definitely give.” Gautama said, “O dear
son! You have already served me in a big way and my fee has
been paid through the same. There is no doubt in this.” Uttanka
said, “Of course, you have to take something by which I will
have my satisfaction. O best Sage! I have already become
proficient in studies with your grace.”

14-16. Gautama said, “O son! I have nothing to take. I am
pleased with your service and I have no desire for your wealth.
Go back to your own house with all happiness.” After the
utterance of words ‘Service to teacher’ Uttanka told the wife of
the teacher, “O Mother! I have to make an offering by which I
will have my satisfaction.”

17-18. The wife of the teacher said, “O son! you go to
Saudasa and follow my orders fast. His wife is renowned as
Madayanti. O pupil! get the earrings of Madayanti fast. I will
curse you if you do not turn up by the fifth day.”

19-20. Uttanka left and reached Saudasa’s house as soon as
the teacher’s wife said so. He saw Saudasa having the face of
tiger. Having seen this Brahmana, Saudasa said, “You have
arrived for my food. O Brahmana! I will undoubtedly eat you

up.

21-22. Uttanka said, “O King! you, of course, eat me up but
before that listen to thes¢ words of mine. You give me bath of
your earrings. After giving them to the teacher, I will come

back and then you can eat me up.”
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Saudasa said:

22-23. You go to the temple difficult to approach where my
wife stays. With fear of your own life, you go there carefully
and ask her for the earrings as per my words, which she will
give you. O Brahmana! you do not have to do anything other
than this truth.

Vasistha said:

24-25. Going near Madayanti, the best Brahmana said, “O
revered lady! Please give me both the earrings as per the
command of Saudasa to you.” Madayanti said, “O Brahmana!
I have doubt whether to give you the earrings. Please show me
a token of proof with regard to the identity of the King.”

26. Instantly he rushed to the King and asked for his identity.

Saudasa said:

27. Go and tell that righteous lady these words of mine: “One
without whom welfare cannot be attainable and only misfortune
awaits.” She in turn will, of course, hand over to you the
bejewelled earrings.

Vasistha said:

28-30. Having taken such identity Uttanka went and
communicated it to her. Then having said, “O Brahmana! take
the earrings,” she gave the earrings. She also said, “You must
carry these earrings with great care. O Brahmana! the goldsmith
always had the desire for these two earrings.” Having taken
these, the Brahmana became wonderstruck with wide open eyes.
However, he was perplexed over the words of the King for
which he proceeded to the King again with curiosity.

He said:

31-32. After bringing to notice your identity, I have obtained
the two glittering earrings. But I could not understand your
statement, for the comprehension of which I have come to you
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again. O King! I was settled in whichever way in my own work.
But I have curiosity to know as to the reason for which welfare
or well-being cannot be possible and one is driven towards
misfortune.

Saudasa said:

33. The act of worship causing pleasure to a Brahmana brings
in welfare while the same act resulting in displeasure causes
misfortune as was my previous (old) condition.

34-35. I had a curse of Sage Vasistha on me, according to
which, I would be released from the sins of my vices when
someone could only enable an unpressed declaration of this
question from me. O best Brahmana! I have become free from
the curse today by your kindness and have attained the sacred
Abode. Take leave from me and my due respects to you.”

Vasistha said:

36-38. Thereafter becoming free from Saudasa, Uttanka took
to his way swiftly. While on way, becoming intently troubled
with hunger he happened to see a Bilva fruit (a wood-apple)
on a tree. Then tying up both the earrings with the haired skin
of a black antelope, he kept them on the ground and climbed
up the tree. In the intervening period, Taksaka, the Naga prince,
taking away both the earrings went away in the Southern
direction of the grassland.

39. Having eaten the fruit, Uttanka descended to the ground
and began to look intently for the earrings on all sides. He saw
Taksaka, the King of Nagas in front entering a frightening dark
hole.

40-44. Picking up a stick lying nearby in hand Uttanka
entered the hole full of darkness and got engaged in searching.
Seeing Uttanka to be sad and stressed due to the teacher’s job
Indra put the mighty thunderbolt onto the stick and Uttanka
could dig up to the bottom of the earth very soon. Having
entered the lower region of earth, i.e., hell, he went on moving
around with an eye upon the earrings. He saw a horse of superior
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quality of full white colour there. The horse told him, “You
touch my private part and your job will be done.”

45-46. Smoke soon spread across there after its saying so.
The fire engulfed all places in the nether region including the
mountains supporting the earth. Then agitated snakes began to
run here and there. Along with the earrings, Taksaka, the king
of Nagas, was there before them. Then he handed over the
earrings to Uttannka and after paying his respects left for home.

Vasistha said:

47-54. Now Fire said to the assured best Brahmana, “I am
Agni, whom you had worshipped earlier as per the direction of
your own teacher. Out of mercy, I have come here seeing you
sad. You sit on my back fast. I will take you to the teacher the
storehouse of all qualities.” Then Uttanka seated on his back
started heading towards the teacher’s hermitage and instantly
reached near the abode of Gautama. At that time, after having
a bath and getting herself dressed up Ahalya was by the side of
her husband and happened to be saying, “Uttanka has not come
today. I am determined to curse him. He shows laxity in
performing the teacher’s assignment.” Hardly had she spoken
like this when Uttanka appeared before her with a bright face.
He had brought both the earrings and after paying respects
gave those with faith. Having taken those earrings, Ahalya wore
them on her ears at that time and then sent Uttanka back home.

Vasistha said:

55. Thus that cleft was caused by Taksaka and Uttanka. Intent
upon thinking like this, I am, therefore, for it to be filled up due
to my cow.

56. Hence, you please fill it up quickly for no one else other
than you is able to do this even with one hundred meritorious
actions. O Himalaya, O King of mountains, complete my work
without any hesitation. '
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CHAPTER THREE

Vasistha’s Order to Nandivardhana
to Fill Up the Cleft

Suta said:

1-2. Having listened to this statement of the great soul
Vasistha, Himalaya began to think how to fill up the cleft. After
thinking on the matter for a long duration Himalaya asked Sage
Vasistha to tell the way mountains can be brought there.

3. He continued, “Indra had cut off the wings of all mountains
since olden times. Hence, O best Sage, make this work certain.”

Vasistha said:

4-6. O great mountain! there is a way to fit mountains there.
You have the son famous as Nandivardhana. His best friend is
of the name Arbuda. He is the best among all bearirg life. He
is powerful, and roams about in the sky. As one always on the
move to higher regions, he must have reached there fast and
there is no doubt about it. I have come here having known that
all works are his sport.

7. You give him orders and do not get worried. If you are a
devotee of mine, send him fast there, of course.

Suta said:

8-10. After hearing the words of Vasistha, Himalaya,
affectionate toward son became very sad and thought: “Our
son Mainaka has entered the sea and Vasistha has arrived to
take away the eldest one. Now what should we do that will be
for the good of all of us. There was fear of curse on one side
while on the other was excessive sorrow of separation from
son. But then separation from son is right while incurring the
curse of a Brahmana is not.”
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11-12. Resolving like this he told Nandivardhana, “O Son,
go to Vasistha’s hermitage obeying my words. There is a
frightening cleft there. Fill it up fast. Take along Arbuda, and
the Naga best among your beloved living beings.

Nandivardhana said:

13-14. O Lord! that country is full of sinners. No fruit or
flower appears there. Only Palasa, Khadira and cotton trees
(Salmali), etc. grow there. There is no river there. All inhabitants
there are wicked. O King of mountains! I am in no way fit to
go there.

15-18. Vasistha then told the nervous Nandivardhana, “There
is no need for you to fear or to be affected by anyone’s
wickedness there, for there will always be my abode on top of
your head. Places of pilgrimage, rivers, gods, auspicious
mansions and many kinds of trees having fruits, foliage and
flowers will be there. As good signs, there will be deer and
birds there. I will get Lord Sarikara there for your need, as a
result of which along with Indra all gods will shine forth there.

Suta said:

19-26. Nandivardhana became exalted after hearing the
statement of Vasistha. Going near the Arbuda mountain and
repeating the same statement he said, “O friend! we will go
there. Let there be good fortune for you. I consider this time to
be fit for the job related to the Brahmana”. Arbuda said, “O
son of Mountain! with myself originated from mountain, I will
come there due to my love for you and will undoubtedly dwell
there with you till the accomplishment of your job. But, O
brother, due to my love, I want to say something. Till my voice
lasts, I am speaking out of love and if you feel I am right, do
not think differently. May this place earn its fame by my name
and I do not have any other debt.” Then after admitting, and
bowing down to mother and father, he left along with the sage
getting mounted on Arbuda.
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27. Possessed of heavenly trees, rivers, fountains, deer and
full of the melodious sounds of birds, Arbuda stayed on top of
the fissure as per the words of the sage. All of these arrived
there and the great soul Arbuda, left all in the fissure. Sage
Vasistha became satisfied with the fissure filled up. He told
Arbuda mountain to ask for a boon saying he was fully pleased
with his actions.

Arbuda said:

28-31. O great Sage! You are pleased. This is the best boon.
However, O Brahmana! If you have to give something then
listen: Let there be a stream of clean water on the peak of this
mountain which be renowned by the name ‘Nagatirtha’ in all
directions of the land. Due to love for my friend I will always
dwell there and with your kindness let all humans attain the
heavenly world after having a bath in this place of pilgrimage.
Let a barren woman taking bath in this place of pilgrimage get
happiness, good fortune and children.

Vasistha said:

32-35. A barren woman who takes a bath only once in this
whole water will obtain a son endowed with all good features.
A woman worshipping with fruits on the fifth day of the brighter
half of the lunar month of Sravana (July-August) will obtain
sons despite being one hundred years old. The humans who
take bath with faith in this place of pilgrimage will attain the
highest place after getting exempted from old age and death.
Those performing the ceremony in honour of the dead
forefathers here on the fifth day of a month with all strictness,
will get the complete fruits of pilgrimage performed in the month
of Sravana.

Suta said:

36-37. Sage Vasistha after having given boon in this way
came near Nandivardhana and said these words, “O Son! ask
for a boon. O sinless one! I am pleased with you. Because of
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your humility and good-heartedness, I am giving you
whichever object that is difficult to obtain.”

Nandivardhana said:

38-39. O Best one of Sages! Your earlier statement is true.
Your presence be always here by virtue of which I and Arbuda
earn fame on the earth. It is established in my mind that all
these happened by your grace.

Suta said:

40-47. The blessed sage Vasistha told him that it would be
like this and inspired by his statement he built up his own
hermitage there. Trees like Pansa (bread fruit), Campaka (a
tree bearing yellow fragrant flowers), mango, Priyangu, Bilva,
three leaved Bela (asafoetida) and pomegranate etc. are there
on this mountain. Many kinds of birds also dwell here. Gods
and the heavenly musicians (Gandharvas) serve it. Sage
Vasistha dwells there along with Arundhati. Through (the power
of) penances, Sage Vasistha had brought the river Gomati here
by bathing in which the extremely vicious humans also go to
the heavenly world. Those who take bath in the month of Magha
(corresponding to the months of January-February) especially
during the period when the Sun remains in Makara (the Zodiac
sign of Capricorn), attain the highest status. Especially, a human
being making offering of sesames in the month of Magha dwells
for a number of years equal to the number of sesame grains in
Heaven. What more to say! One should take bath here. A
human being does not take a rebirth after seeing the face of
Sage Vasistha. Arundhati is worshipped particularly here.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Origin of AcaleSvara

Suta said:

1. Sage Vasistha made his own hermitage on that Arbuda
mountain and began the pursuit of intense religious austerities
for making the dwelling of God Sarhkara on it.

2. The sage continued to have iruits for food as per rule. He
remained dependent on having leaves for food for two hundred
years.

3. He spent five hundred years drinking water only and
another ten hundred years by breathing air only.

4. He practised Paificagni (remaining in the middle of five
fires) during summer and stayed under water during winter.
He stayed in the open for a thousand years during rains.

5. Then being pleased with the austerities of that great sage,
the Linga of Siva worshipped in the form of a stone came up
instantaneously piercing the mountain. Then witnessing the
presence of that Linga of Siva, Sage Vasistha began recitation
of hymns in wonder.

6. He recited: “Homage to you, O holy one! O Lord Siva!
whose sacredness everyone praises, O bearer of braided and
knotted hair and the bearer of the image of three gods.

7. Homage to you, having the gross form yet omnipresent
through the fine form and the bearer of bow and arrow and the
three-eyed one.

8. Homage to you, O Sarmhkara holding the crescent moon
and pervading all directions! Homage to you, O bearer of the
Pinaka bow and one having the body of eight forms!

9. O Sarnkara! You are of the form of knowledge, you are
comprehensible through the path of knowledge. You are the
embodiment of knowledge. Homage to you- the image of all
wisdom.
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10. Obeisance to you, O ruler of Kasi and the God of
mountains! Homage to you, O great Lord! O creator of this world!

11. Homage to you, O husband of Gauri, O one of the image
of well-being! [ bow to you, O bearer of the image of Visnu
and Brahma and the Three-eyed one.

12. Homage to you, O Great Soul! O bearer of the image of
universe and holiness! I bow down to you, O bearer of all images
including images of gods.

Suta said:

13. In the meantime a statement issued from the Incorporeal,
saying that it was pleased by the gentle behaviour (of the
worshipper) and that he could ask for any boon for well-being.

14. Having said so, the Linga of Siva worshipped in the
form of a stone pierced out from within the body of the
mountain.

Vasistha said:

15. O God Sarikara! You please dwell for ever in this Linga.
I have prayed for the same at this great soul earlier. If you are
pleased then, O Sarikara! let my words be true.

The gracious God Siva said:

16. I will have my appearance in this Linga from today
onwards. O best Brahmana! everything true happens as per
your words.

17. Everything true will happen whenever any human sings
this hymn with faith on the fourteenth day of the waning period
of the moon in the month of Asvina (i.e. September-October).

18. O best of Sages! to please me, Indra, the King of gods
has sent the famous river Mandakinl here, which makes the
three worlds holier.

19. As a reservoir holding water it will always remain on the
northern side of the Linga. That human who after taking a bath
in it has a look at the Linga everyday will obtain the ultimate
place becoming free from old age and death.
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20. Having pierced this immobile mountain, my Linga has
come up. Hence it will be renowned in the world by the name
Acale$vara.

21. The greatness of this (Acale§vara) Linga will never
dwindle. Even its greatness will not loosen up till the time of
final destruction of this world.

Suta said:

22. Having said this much, the great God stopped.'The great
soul Vasistha became pleased in heart followed up by Sages
like Gautama etc.

23. Gods like Indra etc. were also happy. The Brahmana
sage had brought other places of pilgrimage, temples and
mansions on this mountain through his own austerities.

24. Now becoming happy, the great God got settled down
here.

CHAPTER FIVE

Greatness of Naga Tirtha

The Sages said:

1. O Suta! describe to us in detail the greatness of Arbuda.
We have a great curiosity. Please tell us this auspicious tale.

Suta said:

2. Pulastya, the illustrious sage, in ancient times, came to the
house of king Yayati. After paying homage, the king told the
sage.

3. O best of the sages! welcome to you. My life has become
fruitful. With pleasure, please let me hear the story of the Arbuda
mountain.
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4. There is a renowned mountain by name Arbuda on the
surface of this earth. O best one of the Brahmanas! please narrate
the sequence of visits to this mountain and their fruits.

5. Undertaking pilgrimages has been your principal object.
Please describe all in details. Please tell me so that I can
undertake pilgrimage in a befitting manner.

Pulastya said:

6. O king Yayati! this best of the mountains—Arbuda has
abundant religious merit. A detailed description of it is not
possible in hundreds of years.

7. Hence, I am describing only the principal centers of
pilgrimage on it in brief. Among these in the very beginning is
Naga Tirtha which fulfills desires of all people.

8. This center of pilgrimage especially grants the good
fortune of gift of children to women. Due to this, its ancient
history is a matter of great wonder.

9. There was a loyal, faithful and virtuous Brahmana lady
by name Gautami who had made visits to places of pilgrimage
the principal objective of life for becoming a widow in
childhood.

10. She had come to Arbuda and had approached Naga
Tirtha. She had taken a dip in its water with all her mind.

11. A woman named Nayaka had also come here with her
son for the purpose of pilgrimage. O king! that son had
performed many kinds of services here.

12. He performed service with all paraphernalia. But
becoming sad with separation from son, Gautami began to worry
(thinking).

13. “Fortunate is that child always engaged in service.
Fortunate is she having a son like this. I am reproachable for
being devoid of child.

14. I, a widow, am very sad without a child.” O king! she
then came out of the reservoir.

15-16. Without union with husband she became pregnant
immediately. As a virtuous lady she got ashamed for being
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enjoined with all traits of pregnancy. Driven by the idea to kill
herself she kindled fire. At the sametime bodiless voice arose.

17-19. It said: “O Gautami1! do not enter into the fire of this
worry. There is no fault of yours. Your pregnancy is due to the
influence of pilgrimage. Standing in this water whatever any
human desires (in mind), all those women or men obtain all
those desires without any doubt. Having seen the Nayaka’s
child, you had nurtured the desire for a child in your heart.
Hence O daughter! a son which has come in your womb will
be born.

20-22. Hence, stop worrying. There will be your welfare. O
you! having fidelity to your husband, you are blameless.”

O king! then the virtuous Gautami restrained herself from
death. Having heard this statement from the heavenly
announcement made by a divine messenger and having seen
the pregnancy without husband she said, “The unusual effect
of this place of pilgrimage never occurred in my mind where
women can bear foetus without semen and Rajas (menstrual
fluid) getting mixed.

23. I shall not go anywhere else leaving this best centre of
pilgrimage.”

Having said so the virtuous lady Gautami settled there
forever.

24-25. She gave birth to a son endowed with all traits. O
king Yayati! ‘the lineage’ of people who perform the Sraddha
(ceremony connected with memory of the dead relatives in a-
family) at Arbuda during the waning period of the moon in the
month of A§vina (September) never gets destroyed.

26. No one in their family becomes a Preta (ghost). The man
who takes a bath and performs Sraddha there without any desire
obtains the eternal world.

27-28. A woman who immerses fruits and flowers in this
place of pilgrimage is blessed with a son. She obtains the celestial
world of the gods difficult to attain even without a desire for
the same. Hence, one must perform pilgrimage to this place
with all efforts.
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CHAPTER SIX

Greatness of Vasistha’s Hermitage

Sage Pulastya said:

1-3. O best king ! thus humans need to go near Vasistha—
the storehouse of austerities—a sight of whom enables humans
to attain their objects. There is a pond full of water there which
takes away sins of humans. The great soul Vasistha had brought
the river Gautami in this pond through perseverance. Humans
become completely free from their sins with a bath in this pond.

4. An individual performing Sraddha here with Rsi dhanya
(coarse grain used by Rsis) will be free from the bondage of
the ancestors on both maternal and paternal sides.

5-6. The great soul Narada had sung fully the glory of this
place. A bath in the auspicious water followed by a sight of the
best Sage Vasistha is much more meritorious than the Sraddha,
performed by offerings made and yajfia conducted with
extensive details at Gaya. O King! the human being who
conducts Sraddha on coming to this hermitage of Vasistha
suitably ensures the cross-over of his ancestors along with his
ownself.

7-13. Objects of all desires are obtained through the special
worship of virtuous Arundhati after coming near Vasistha here.
All wrongdoings of individuals committed during childhood,
youth and old age get wiped out instantly by the sight of sage
Vasistha. One who, becoming aware, lights an earthen lamp
before Vasistha attains happiness and good fortune and becomes
a bright man. One observing fasting and having a sojourn for a
night here, reaches the ultimate place of the Seven Sages. One
who observes fasting carefully for three nights before Vasistha
attains Mahaloka getting exempted from old age and death.
Emancipation is obtained by one who observes the ritual of
fasting for a month before Vasistha. He does not return to the
river of worldly existence. One who propitiates Sage Vasistha
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on the full-moon day of Sravana (July-August) goes to
Brahma’s world.

14-15. All the sins of a human being get destroyed
instantaneously when he recites the Gayatri mantra eight
hundred times before Vasistha. O king! one who performs the
ritual offering to fire with regard for Vamadeva obtains the
fruits of the ‘Agnistoma Yajna’.

16-17. Hence, the ultimate position is obtainable by all those
who have a sight of this great sage with all sorts of efforts and
with purity and faith. Hence, O King! with a wholehearted
devotion, worship Vamadeva here.

CHAPTER SEVEN

Influence of AcaleSvara

The sage Pulastya said:

1. O king! after this one needs to go to the good giving
Acales$vara, a look of which with faith accrues accomplishment.

2. Any human who performs Sraddha (i.e., ceremony
connected with death of family members) of his paternal ancestors
near the Acale$vara on the fourteenth day of the waning period
of moon in the month of Asvina (i.e., September) or in Philguna
(i.e., February-March) attains the ultimate passage.

3. The fruits of A§vamedha Yajiia accrue to the human who,
while remaining in the Southern direction performs the worship
with fruits, flowers and leaves and with due faith.

4. The human who propitiates his forefathers with the
presentation of mixture containing equal quantities of milk,
curd, ghee, honey and sugar, gets closer to the World of Siva
and obtains it.

5. The human who after taking a round of this pays his
homage, all his sins get destroyed on each of his step involving
the right turn or clockwise turn.
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6. O intelligent king! listen to a wonderful thing which had
happened here earlier. I had heard that Narada happened to tell
it to Indra in Heaven.

7. A parrot happened to have made its nest on a tree there
before and while moving to and fro to its nest, it used to take a
clockwise turn around the nest.

8. O king! it had no devotion due to being born in the species
of birds and it was obtained to death as time had approached.

9. Later, it became renowned as King Venu among the royal
families. Having memory of his own clan, he achieved victory
over all his enemies.

10. Remembering that his influence could have arisen from
taking a round of the Acale§vara, he began to take a clockwise
turn of Acale$vara by going near it.

11. O king! day and night, he did not do anything other than
this. Neither did he make any special effort as a measure of
austerity. He did also not make any offering of edible things to
gods. '

12. He did not make any offering of flowers or incenses. He
was only engrossed in taking the round. Sages came there after
sometime.

13-19. Narada, Saunaka, Harita, Devala, Galava, Kapila,
Nanda, Suhotra, KaS§yapa and many kings were getting the
Linga of Siva on that mountain bathed with faith. Apart from
them other people were engaged in many kinds of worships
and in recounting repeatedly names of gods in their minds. O
King! some were dancing while some others were singing.
Some were presenting the sacrifice in the form of food while
